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hamza

1 Say emphatically the expression ‘absolutely awful’. Say it again, listening carefully. You will hear
a catch of the breath before each a. We could represent it with an apostrophe: *absolutely *awful.
This is called a “glottal stop’, the glottis being that part of the throat which stops or releases breath

when we speak. The stop is written in Arabic with a non-alphabetical letter called hamza.

S hamza

hamza is never joined to anything in writing. Write it several times, starting with the hook:

............ NN JONROE ~SN SRS AU AR AU 4
Its form is simple enough, but it is used in many ways. You will see it in the following guises:
s

e above or below ‘alif: | )

e above wow, or ya without its dots: 5 &

e standing alone, on or near the line of writing: ¢
Whole chapters have been composed about the correct positioning of hamza. For our purposes, it is
sufficient if we learn to pronounce the glottal stop whenever we see the sign ¢.
NB: Earlier texts show hamza on every initial ‘alif; this book follows the modern trend of showing
hamza on initial ‘alif only when a glottal stop is pronounced.
We transcribe hamza with an apostrophe: ’.
Many Arabic words apparently beginning with a vowel, such as ab, in fact begin with a glottal
stop. The Arabic writing marks the stop in this initial position with hamza, but this is equally often
omitted.
For clarity, from now on in this book we shalﬂl show initial hamza on the Arabic and in the
transcription of all words which have it, thus: u\ ‘ab.
hamza written above or below a ligature is a detached form in handwriting (1/3); it is therefore
written after its supporting ligature is completed.
You may, if you wish, continue to write Arabic without initial hamza for a glottal stop; that is
gcceptable. In the middle or at the end of a word, however, a stop must be shown with hamza.
| alif madda (1/2) is deemed to have an “inbuilt’ hamza; so whereas the stop is pronounced, no
‘further’ hdmza is written on it: ) .

Read and write:

5 Rt , PR N B
sL-'»\ ........ 9\-3-’\ ‘anbd’ news (items) ... oo \-«-’ naba’ news (item)
5\ . - WX ,
...... (‘b(vj\-’ nd’im asleep .....Q.))).\.....dy\ al-"an now
— w“ , TR K ,
5)‘:» ...... }-f-«-’ tanabbu’ forecast  ...3! "o L;L" thuna T double

‘))bpen 518.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

Article
2 In Lesson 2 we learned the article .S\ &L-s-\j\ , Jg-\j‘ .
When we attach the article to a word beginning with hamza, that hamza is no longer initial, and

therefore has to be written (unless we have ’alif madda, see above). The article itself has no hamza.
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Open W10.pps and watch the handwriting of JJ }“ al-"1bil, listed below.

Now read and write:
5 ¢ i : £ f
.............. s \)\UY\ al-"ab the father ulU\ father
W Vry .
()’)’\ J-’};” al-"ibil the camels W10 ........... (}:\’JJ% camels
.......... s.h)f))..\....;\-;-’y\ al-"anba’ the news items....s.Lyz.\... 9\-3-’\ news items
AT L , U
SRS 1T A duy\ al-’alméni the German .3.\b.\. du\ German
- - " < ; S -
....... 2OV YN gl aldt the tools LoV Y tools
Remember that initial hamza may be omitted in handwriting and print.
<))X)pen 519.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
The ’alif of the article has no hamza because it is a ‘weak’ vowel, i.e. with no glottal stop. A few

other words also begin with a weak (= unstopped) ’alif. Read and write the two examples already

known to us:

............. I8 \\)\u-’\“ al-ibn the son Y\ O-g‘ ibn son
s A ks
.......... U.‘.’)‘})\uy-’\“ al-ithnayn the two O':‘“\ ! ithnayn two

*))))pen 520.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

Words of one letter

3 A few important words consist of one letter. Read and write:

dd li to, for ot &P bi with, by, in 9.9 wa and
*))))pen 521.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
It is a rule that one-letter words are written as part of the next word. Rea‘d and write:
Q_j“")gf”“‘j li-binti for my daughter \:9\9 *U‘j wa-"ana and |
<))))pen S22.wav. R;ad, listen and repeat.
*This hamza is now no longer initial, and must therefore be written (see paragraph 2 above).
In transcription we join such combinations with a hyphen, for clarity. Read the whole as one word.
A weak initial vowel (including that of the article) is dropped in pronunciation when another
vowel precedes it in the same phrase. This occurs, for example, when a one-letter word is added
before the article.

Read and write:
kWb 0L biryabdn mot [bi-al-1) in Japan

......... 925, SV 9 wa-n-nit and the Nile

*))))pen S23.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

Weak vowel rule: A weak vowel beginning a word is dropped in pronunciation when

preceded by a vowel at the end of a word in the same phrase. The spelling is unchanged.

When the word J (see above) is added before the article, the ’alif of the article is dropped in

writing too. Read and write: .
........ S LN UL jiLbandtfor (the) girls

()4//,7\)\) Jgjwiu li-t-tamwil for (the) financing
........ L}L’;‘D dLMU li-I-lubndnf toffor the Libanese (man)
*))})pen §24-25.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
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Exercise 1 Add the article to these words, and pronounce your answer:

@l bl ol @l @

Fit the translations to your answers: the first, the news, the camels, the German, the father.
Exercise 2 Add to your answers to Exercise 1. Translate into English. Then fit the
pronunciation to the answers:

li-I-"anba’, li-I-"ab, li-I-"almant, li-1-’awwal, li-1- ibil.

The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 6 below.

Letters
4

O/\s\.ar.@.b/uj

By far the most complicated letter in this alphabet, ha represents the sound # (as in English ‘he’).
The £ is sounded wherever you see the letter, even at the end of a word, or before a consonant,
unlike English h. 44 is a joined letter, shallow except in one case, with several possible forms:

e *A at the beginning of a word, or in the middle of a word after a disjoined letter,

e **& or ¥ in the middle of a word after a joined letter,

o 4 or ***A at the end of a word after a joined letter,

e 0 atthe end of a word after a disjoined letter, or when standing alone.

* The initial form #® is handwritten either _® or ) . Both ways are equally correct.

** The middle form 4 is seldom used in handwriting.

*##% The final form 7\ is very seldom found in print or typing.
Let us take the handwriting of this letter in stages. Everything rests on the line of writing except the
lower part of € and 4.

............ BB P B LRLLLLLR
Write first several initial letters Ad: ~ eeeeeeees > S I T I 5 A2, )

............ YoV ¥ ¥ e ¥
now the handwritten middle form: A UV I YN A A s

............. /4 SURC Y  S Y A S
then the two final forms, 7 = AN L. A, B At 4L
both used in handwriting;:

............. L - OO - FOOOU OO - IO -
and finally the ‘isolated” form: ... L= T B, B L Y T« R 1<)

Open W11.pps and watch the handwriting of L&j L@-’ nihd 7, listed below.

Now read and write:

................ C}‘bf hiya she 9D ¢ hiwa he

....... FLD’%U& hamm important ... ®. 4R hum they

.................. Wa...L&  hing here L) ploial inimdm attention

....... élﬁ/\‘ L;LG" niha 't final wi1 AAJ‘*-‘;A\-;)M: tanbih warning

....... o \,.;3\"0\-‘14‘ *intibdh caution ..., J-@-f tamahhal SLOW DOWN
.............. N *alldh God ng@-ﬂ mihni professional

* weak initial vowel (see paragraph 2 and the Weak vowel rule in paragraph 3, above)
*% NB: ‘historic’ spelling (apparently superfluous shadda, and no “alif for middle -a-).
<>)bpen 526.wav. Read, listen and repeat.
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Letter variant
5

e N~ Ao marbita

This one is a ‘curiosity’. It is not an alphabetical letter, but final/isolated -ha with the two dots of {4,
and it is called ta marsz'_ta * which means ‘bound f&’. It occurs only at the end of words, and is
commonly used to make certain words feminine. After a consonant, it has the sound -a; added to
final (§ ... -1 it gives the combination 2\-,’, -l_’ya. In handwriting the dots of s are often omitted; in
print, never.

* the name of this variant contains a symbol (¢ ) which we have not yet studied. No panic. We shall
learn it the next time it occurs.

Read and write, comparing the masculine (’m ) and feminine (f. ’) forms of words you know:

= w ) w
important ... !\"PUL@ hamma (£) ] > . C L hamm (m.)
TN e , N L ,
third s AV 6 mdlitha ) AV EIC i (m.)
Japanese ?\f_’i;l:_@\-’\-g yabaniya (£) ... s.éL\:,dU-g yabdni (m.)
1S gt s N N ¢ ,
German .. Mu\ ..... 4 U ‘almaniya (£)  ...c.3.Me X dui ‘almant (m.)
Lebanese ) L‘v\) MLM-S Iubnaniya (f.) d\l,\)du Iubndni (m.)
‘))})pen S27.wav. Read, listen and repeat. -

The feminine ending lya carries the stress of the word on 7, as shown.

( Exercise 3 Match these words with their sound and translation given in the list below.
The first one is done for you:
@ & LS thund7double (b) & 58 () dd (@) ploal
mamniina, ihtimdam, lzbzya, attention, grateful, Libyan
Excercise 4 Complete the word with the correct handwritten form of ha:
@ S o Al @) @5 @ =
Read your answers aloud.
Exercise 5 Feminine (f.) or masculine (m.)?:
ol BB @R @B @B
Read each word aloud.

The answers to these exercises follow paragraph 6 below.

{-1
2 2
g

%
J

The letters called sin and shin represent the sounds s (as in English ‘see’) and s/ (as in English
‘she’) respectively. These are joined letters; the short and full forms are used like the short and full
forms of <. Short-form sin and shin are shallow and rest on the line of writing. The full form has
a deep clockwise swing down and up again. The two letters differ only in the dots, which are
always situated as shown.

Despite appearances, these are not toothed letters (1/6). In handwriting we often ‘iron out’ the
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indentations of these letters into a shallow curve, thus:
Middle short form: g Initial short form: A

Isolated full form: U/’ Final full form: ()/
Write several examples of each letter, the first with indentations and dots, the remainder with a

curve and the dots run together into a circumflex (see 1/3):

sin and shin are sun letters (2/5) , so the ] of the article assimilates: as-, ash-.
You may occasionally see a printed or typed word extended in the middle, so:
) 4 for OLM-S lubnan
This is purely a matter of style. Don’t confuse this extension with the handwritten ‘ironed-out’ sin.
Open W12.pps and watch the handwriting of J j}wﬁ mas iil, listed below

Read and write:

......... (\‘:)\Z\-M-MJ‘ as-sana the year b X sdna year
........ (-/\)\ NV al-ism the name B (v-w‘ ism name
2 £ 3
Q"l/'\)\ uv\-wy\ al-asds the basis OA\A’\JL"‘" ‘asds basis
............... \'\/’(:.SL.J: *shay tea ;C;'V Q-Lsai’ *shay’ thing
[ \ & ‘ , . AN s
O——F/’ ...... M ash-shams the sun ... O/ . U'“‘CN shams sun
~ . , ko ‘
....... C))L‘l ¥ shimdlf northern dL;/'JLL‘” shimal north

......... \}/’J\}w su’dl question (}JSMJ)M mas il responsible W12
; £

-

W’Q\W U\ at-ta’sis the foundationij.,‘:A...\Z.w-w U
....... U“)\'*" u'"y\" maldbis clothes

ta’sis foundation**

* Note from the recording the different pronunciation of ;LS'& shay’ (vowel-combination -ay-
followed by final hamza) and L.'S La shay (long vowel -a- followed by consonantal -y).
** (the action, not the body)

‘))ppen 528.wav. Read, listen and repeat.

NB: In English, the letter s is often pronounced as z (‘the Wars of the Roses’). The Arabic letter _y

is always pronounced s, never as z.

f Exercise 6 Read aloud the following signs: )
@ 5 ® © o~ CY
@
What do they mean in English? J_éﬁ
The answers to this exercise are given on the next page. | I

\.
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Answers to exercises
1(a) du\“ al-"almant the German (b) \“ al-"1bil the camels .
(c) 9‘-«’3” al-"anbad’ the news (d) uy al-"ab the father (e) J)y\ al-’awwal the first
2 (a) QUDU li-1-"almant for the German (b) >U li-I-"1bil for the camels
(c) ¢ 5)\-5 li-I-’anbd’ for the news (d) < li-1-"ab for the father
J jBU li-I->awwal for the first
3 (b) mamnuna grateful (c) Ithiya Libyan (d) ihtimam attention
4(a)JW nihd’c (b) (U> hamm (c) o\/’\ intibah (d) )) huwa (e) (ﬁ hiya
5 (a) “almént m. (b) mamniina f. (d) hamm m. (c) hiya f. (e) lubnaniya f.
6 (a) bayt bi-I-"athath House with Furniture (b) intibdh! CAUTION!
(c) maldbis li-I-bandt clothes for girls (d) tamahhal SLOW DOWN

Tests

1 Write the letters as a word. For example (a) ( U’“ is w—c'd

@ ot O M) © Josedl @0l @ @eloe

2 Read aloud your handwritten answers to Test 1. For example, (a) is shams.

3 Read aloud. For example, (a) is al—lhtlmam

(a) fMY‘ (b) M\.M.U\ (©) M\.&Y\ (d) J)Y\.’ (e) 4:.“.’:5\.:

4 Put into the masculine form. For example, (a) is o j..\.f

@ L8 o) WLl @ B @ Dygen (@ B

5 Pronounce your answers to Test 4. For example, (a) is mamniin.

6 In the last three lessons you have read and written all the following words. Fill in the missing
letter in each one, in the right form. The first is 4+, making a-g-’ LM-S :

@ Wld elet) (9 M@ @sdl @ sl

If you have difficulty, you will find word (a) in paragraph 5 above, (b) in paragraph 4 above, (c) in
paragraph 6 above (without its article), and (d) and (e) in 2/3.





